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New region Riesling now an international rising star
The world’s most influential wine show has today added the first international medal honours to the scoreboard for Pasquale (pronounced Pass-kwa-lay) -  the pioneer, sole winery in New Zealand’s newest wine region, the Waitaki Valley.

It was announced in London this morning that Pasquale 2010 Rieslings have been awarded silver and bronze medals at the International Wine Challenge.  A record 48 countries entered thousands of wines in this year’s competition.
The honours confirm the rising star of Pasquale, a family estate in the valleys south-east of Aoraki / Mt Cook where the grapes were planted less than a decade ago.  This was the first entry into the prestigious awards for Pasquale.
Proprietor Dr Antonio Pasquale says the very satisfying result builds on the Pasquale Riesling being awarded 5 stars in a comprehensive Cuisine Magazine nationwide tasting (March/April 2011 issue.)  “Like all our wines, the dry and off-dry Rieslings are made to enhance food, the way wine should be used - they are all generally crisp, morish and mouth-watering.  I am delighted that these honours in London today put our Riesling from the Waitaki Valley up among the world’s best.”  
No fewer than four eminent Masters of Wine sit as co-chairs of judges at the International Wine Challenge.  The Pasquale dry Riesling had already also come to the attention of influential American authority Robert Parker, with a rating of 90 points out of a hundred.  Now, says Pasquale, it is being actively sought in the Italian and North American markets where tastings have created queues in the last month.
Dr Pasquale says it is the limestone soils of the remote, pristine valley that give the attractive minerality to the wines, and the alpine valley’s long, hot autumn afternoons, tempered by cooling nights, define the character of the estate’s hand-picked grapes.

Pasquale wines are available in New Zealand through the winery website and at selected restaurants, and in Milano, Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide.  In Auckland, the full range of Pasquale wines is available in The Wine Vault, Grey Lynn. They may also be tasted and bought at the Wine Loft in Wellington and Auckland.
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For further information and a full list of restaurants serving Pasquale wines, please check www.pasquale.co.nz or contact Michael Hooper, (021) 940 893, email michael@wineandfood.co.nz or Chris Swannell (021) 594 007, email chris@wineandfood.co.nz.
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