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Newest wine region trophy closes a century-old loop
The sole winery in the remote Waitaki Valley, in the mountains inland from Oamaru, has trumped New Zealand’s older established wine regions today by taking the trophy for Champion Gewurztraminer in the industry’s annual wine-growing awards.

The supreme acknowledgement in New Zealand for excellent vineyard expression in wines is the Bragato Awards.

The awarding of the trophy to the Pasquale winery for its first Gewurztraminer is an acknowledgement of the vision of pioneer Antonio Pasquale who migrated here ten years ago with a family background of nearly 200 years in wine in his home country.
It is also links the beginnings of viticulture in New Zealand with its 21st century future.  Pioneer Romeo Bragato, after whom the awards were named, came to New Zealand as government viticulturist at the beginning of the last century.  Just on 100 years later, this year’s trophy winner Antonio Pasquale comes from the same region in the north of Italy and is pioneering winemaking in the Waitaki Valley of North Otago.
The trophy also punches the air for New Zealand’s newest wine region.  Antonio Pasquale not only opened up remote parts of the mountainous Waitaki region to grape growing, but he invested in a new state-of-the-art winery which has now garnered an impressive array of medals in New Zealand and internationally, and all within just a few vintages.
Pasquale Gewürztraminer 2010 was awarded the only Pure Gold medal in the 2011 Bragato Awards, while Pure Silver was awarded to both the dry and off-dry Pasquale Rieslings, and to the Pasquale Pinot Gris 2010 (one of only three wines from that vintage to receive the medal).  Only wines certified sustainable are given the title “pure”.
Proprietor Antonio Pasquale says the results reflect a determination for authenticity that drives all the Pasquale wines.  “The limestone-rich soil and boulders, and the pristine, almost alpine climate create strong signatures of terroir in all our wines.  The independent Oritain certification on the back label provides unique proof, to a molecular level, that every grape forming the wine in the bottle may be scientifically linked to its stated origin. This demonstrates our honest and transparent commitment to the importance of the vineyard in the success and quality of our wines.” 
In the same week, the Pasquale Kurow Winery’s summer style Pinot Gris, Penny Gold, which is bottled under the Kurow Village label, has been awarded gold medal status in the New Zealand International Wine Show.
These accolades come on top of a silver medal for the Pasquale Riesling in the London International Wine and Spirits Competition (10,000 entries) and medal scores in Gourmet Traveller Wine, Cuisine and the Royal Easter show.  Dr Pasquale says it demonstrates that terroir, winery and vineyard integrity may be manifest across all price points.  “These most recent awards for our intense aromatic, mostly dry white wines, have been achieved in their first or second vintage, which we find rewarding and remarkable.  It confirms our commitment in pioneering New Zealand’s newest wine region.”
Pasquale wines are available mostly in fine restaurants, carefully selected specialist wine outlets, and from the Kurow Winery Cellar Door and website.  The Village wines are also enjoyed in cafes and are more widely available nationwide.
For more information please contact Michael Hooper, Spotlight Creative Media.  Email: spotlightmedia@clear.net.nz.  Phone (021) 940 893.  www.pasquale.co.nz
