Awards continue for Pasquale Waitaki Valley wines
This week’s release of the New Zealand Royal Easter Show results confirms the rising star of Pasquale, the family winery estate in the new wine growing region of the Waitaki valley, in the ranges south-east of Aoraki / Mt Cook.

Pasquale Pinot Gris 2010 has been awarded a silver medal, adding to its Top 100 listing by Gourmet Traveller Wine this month (Australasia’s Top 100 New Releases).

Proprietor Dr Antonio Pasquale says the wine is consistent with the style that last week saw Pasquale Riesling awarded 5 stars and placed 4th in a comprehensive Cuisine Magazine tasting.  “All our wines are made to enhance food.  As a result they are generally crisper and drier.  Although the Pinot Gris is rich, it is more focussed and more Alsatian in style than many New Zealand expressions of the grape.”
Dr Pasquale says it is the limestone soils of the remote, pristine valley that give the attractive minerality to the wines, and the alpine valley’s long, hot autumn afternoons, tempered by cooling nights, define the character of the estate’s hand-picked grapes.
This week’s announcement adds to a month of accolades, with Pasquale Gewurztraminer, also dry in style, recommended by wine scribe Michael Cooper in the NZ Listener as ‘one of the best white wines yet from North Otago’.

The estate’s other main label has also now scored a double whammy.  Kurow Village Reserve Pinot Noir 2009 has been awarded silver in the Royal Easter Show, and this month was also named in the Gourmet Traveller Wine Top 100 New Releases across both Australia and New Zealand.

Pasquale and Kurow Village wines are available through the winery website and at selected restaurants through New Zealand, Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide.  In Auckland, the full range of Pasquale wines is available in The Wine Vault, Grey Lynn. They may also be tasted and bought at the Wine Loft in Wellington and Auckland.
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For further information and a full list of restaurants serving Pasquale wines, please check www.pasquale.co.nz or contact Michael Hooper, (021) 940 893, email michael@wineandfood.co.nz or Chris Swannell (021) 594 007, email chris@wineandfood.co.nz.
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